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Annual Report

2006 2007 Linking D.C. public schools, families and our community to ensure students receive a high-quality public education.
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Our Mission

Turning the Page links D.C. public schools, families and our
community so that, together, we can ensure D.C. students receive
valuable educational resources and a high-quality public education.

Our Vision

Turning the Page is con dent that with hard work and continued
cooperation, we as a community can make sure D.C. public school
students receive every opportunity to succeed in school and in life.
Turning the Page s most important belief is in D.C. public school
students themselves: Every child has the potential to achieve, if
given the resource-rich learning environment that families, schools
and community members can provide.

Our Role

Turning the Page supports and leverages school community
stakeholders distinct roles, talents and resources.
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Principals and teachers face many challenges every
day in their schools. They often don t have the time

or all the skills needed to connect with parents and
community organizations on a regular basis. Turning the
page enables teachers and principals to build upon their
skills through extensive training and support and to
create infrastructure within the school for successfully
integrating community talent and resources into their
instructional programs.
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Family involvement is fundamental to students
success, and many D.C. parents can bene t from
additional support, training and resources. Turning
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the Page provides parents with new skills and resources that
enable them to become more effective educators of their children
at home, advocates for their children in school, and leaders within
their school community.
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D.C. is a vibrant, resource-rich community with talented individuals
and exciting programs at dozens of museums, universities,
community-based social service organizations, and businesses
that share our commitment to education and collaboration. Turning
the Page brings these community members together through
numerous strategic partnerships, ensuring that their talents and
resources have the greatest possible impact on the D.C. public
school students who need them most.

Our Commitment

Since its founding, Turning the Page has earned the trust of the
school community by focusing its efforts on the delivery of high
quality educational resources  and on always delivering on our
word, day after day. We believe in the importance of consistency,
having worked tirelessly over the last few years to build supports
and programs that D.C. public school parents, children and
community members can rely upon.
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Turning the Page partnered with seven Title | D.C. public
elementary schools during the 2006 2007 school year: Aiton,
Gar eld, Gibbs, Kenilworth, Martin Luther King, Jr., River Terrace
and M.C. Terrell/McGogney Consolidated. All of our partner
schools are located in Wards 6, 7 and 8. 99 percent of the
students are African American and 87 percent qualify for the free
or reduced price lunch program.



a letter from jason
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On behalf of Turning the Page | am pleased to present
our 2006 2007 annual report. Since our founding,

we have sought to build programs that bring parents,
teachers and our community together in support of
student achievement. We rely upon the expertise that
parents, teachers and our colleagues in the community
share with us each day throughout the year.

In 2006 2007, we are most proud of the ever deeper
investment that teacher and parent leaders have made
in collaboration with Turning the Page to develop
welcoming, resource-rich school communities. At
Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary, parent leaders
developed a parent volunteer program. At River
Terrace, parents, teachers and the principal worked
hard to reinvigorate their school s parent-teacher
organization, holding a successful election and
numerous successful fundraisers and, following TTP s
March Leadership training, launching a facilities
committee to monitor improvements at their school.
At Gar eld, a new parent-teacher organization is now
poised to positively impact their school community.

This year, teachers connected more than ever with
parents during Turning the Page s Community Nights
parent workshops. In collaboration with Turning the
Page, reading specialists from across our partner
schools shared with parents how children learn to
read, provided information on each of their school s
reading programs and answered questions parents had
on how they would be able to best support their child s
reading progress. At River Terrace and Kenilworth,
teachers led sessions that helped parents better
understand and support the schools math programs.

| hope that you will enjoy reading more about

these and other Turning the Page programs and
achievements from the 2006 2007 school-year. Thank
you for your continued support.

Sincerely,
i
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Jason S. King
President
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The Families Learning Together initiative,

which includes Community Nights and in-

school author visits, empowers parents to
become better educators of their children
at home and advocates for their children

in school.
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TTP offers professional development and
project support to provide teachers and their
students in our partner schools with new

skills, classroom resources, and eld trips.

0
TTP provides teachers and parents with

training and assistance as they develop
plans and strategies to bring their entire
community together in support of student
achievement.
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families learning together

© 6 6 6 6 6 6 0 6 6 6 0 0 0 6 6 6 s s e e 6 6 s s s e 6 6 0 s s s 6 6 e s s e 6 6 6 s s e e e 0 s s s 0 6 60 s e e 0 0 s s e 0 0 s e 00 00 es 000 csee00sseee s o

tooooomomnood

Established in 1998, Community Nights are TTP s agship program, TTP introduced several new workshops. Collaborating with
serving more than 2,000 families to date. TTP has distributed more teachers and organizations such as D.C. College Savings Plan,
than 50,000 books to schools and families, and held more than TTP provided parents with intensive instruction in topics such as
Me! | am photogenic. 70 author visits and 700 parent classes during 420 Community college savings, nancial literacy, and con ict resolution. We also
Nights. Since 2001, 66 to 80 percent of parents have reported hosted a special Math Night workshop and teacher-led sessions
using workshop skills and TTP-provided books in the home. on reading development. In addition, TTP created more involved

Me! lam smart.
Me! | am shy.
Me! I am glamorous.

Me! | am beautiful.

Mel | D reading activities and curriculum for students to do while their
el eyl To ensure the ongoing success of Community Nights, we parents were in workshops. At the end of each evening, TTP
Me!lam playful. continually seek to ensure that our parent workshops and child provided each parent in attendance with the books used in that
Me! | am Iovely, mentoring activities remain relevant and helpful to our families. evening s curriculum, and each child left with a free Reading is

To this end, during the 2006 2007 Community Night season, Fundamental book of their choice.
Me! I am friendly.
Me! lam small.
Me! [ am thin.
| .
Me!lam creative. Oio0iooboobDbooo A writing workshop entitled Finding Your Voice was specially designed by children s
Ohlforgot, lamalso exible!!! 0000000000000 0 D0 0000000000000 00 DIoI0000 O 000000 00N000000000 D00 min)
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them ideas on inspiring their children to be creative writers, as well. Ms. Fitch led parents
in a series of writing and journaling activities which left them surprised and pleased
00I00OMI0 O 00000COOO000MII0 000 000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000I00000000
journaling activities at home with their families.

At the last workshop, parents showed their appreciation to Ms. Fitch with several hugs,
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bond through the creative process. Ms. Fitch herself was moved to say, When we parents
and teachers tell our stories and voice our truths, we educate the hearts and souls as

well as the minds of children. Amazingly, in the process, we heal and discover more of
0000000000000 0000 000000000I0000 10000010000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 000 00
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Communities
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0t o Tt 1 0 0 o l'am in the second grade in
and enhance parents abilities as educational advocates for their children. Ms. Awunyo-Akabas class.

Hello. My name is Ramel.

We have cameras and Ms.

00000000000 O00I0000000000000000 0000 000000]00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000010000000000000 00000 0000000000000 )
Akaba trusts us with them.

0000000000000000I0000I00000 000000000 0000000000 0I0 000000000000 00000 000000001000 000000000000 0100000 0000000]0000 000000
00000000000 00I0]000000 00000 000000000000000000 0000 0 00000000 000000000 0000000 000000000000 000000000 0I0 00 Weareli le photographers.

When we take pictures, we
00000I0000000000000I0 0000000 O 0000000 00000000000 00 0000000010 00]00000 000000 O 000000000 0i00 0000000 00 Di000o 0 D00 0I0 100000 have to make choices. In my
00000000000000000000I0I00 0000000 00NN 00 00I0000000000 0 0000000000 0000 010000000000 000 0000000 00000000 00000000 00000000000
grade levels. At the end of the night, parents received math-themed books to share with their children.

photo, my choice was to make
it posed. My picture is of my
school community. My friends,
Danielle, NyAsia, Keyona, and
Jazmyne are smiling. Looking

] - at my photo, | think that | make
0. gt o ? o I the right choice. | am a great

parent writing samples: photographer. Earlier | was just

ali legirl, butnowlamagreat

Robert Slaughter Sr.: My Grandfather
photographer.

by Robert Slaughter
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upset he s gone.

My Sister

by Eloise M. Gibbs
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got her own house and started her own family. But, she will always call me
at night and say she loves me.
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Volunteers Connect
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bring resources to parents; however it is
our child mentors who enable those parents
08 T o
two of our most active university volunteers
(000I000000I00OIDOOOOD0IC0O000000m
[J0000000I000I00I000000IC OIbOn0rmOoooodo
80
student groups and even began working
with individual students to assist them with
homework and other literacy challenges.
00i000000I00C00CIoOD0I00CCO0000on0n
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the opportunity to enhance their literary
N T
their reading skills tremendously over the
0 A A W A T
life and how to make myself a better person

from interacting with them.
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During the holiday rush, getting everything ready for a
I0ONOI0I0CIC 00000 0i000000I00000 00000 0000000000 0000000000
December, instead of preparing their own festivities, families
000I000000100000000000000I00000 0000000000000 000000000
donated toys and clothes for the residents of D.C. Village, an
emergency shelter for families in D.C.

0000000000000 0I0000000000I00000IC0I00000000 000000
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Celebrating D.C. CommunitylO0I000000000CCII00I00C00000
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0000I00000000000000000000I0 000000000 000000 0000000000 0000000
better understand how their children learn to read and how
they can support their children s reading development, offered
workshops across our partner schools that enabled parents to
hear directly from their children s reading specialists.
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uency while simultaneously helping their younger sibling
develop important comprehension skills.

0 T T
demonstrated her commitment to their children by knowing
the names of all of the parents children and addressing
parents individual concerns about their children s reading.

000001000000 O O O0I00i0iI0000I000000 OO 000000000000000000
elementary schools, and focused on local neighborhood
00 T
their children to learn about the history of their hometown,
and then decided upon and completed a community service
project with their children.
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December saw not only more present-wrapping, but also
0I00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000
needy families.

I0I000IIIDO0I00000000000000I0 0010000000000 0000000I0000000
fun, energetic and informative. By the end of the evening,

all the parents were laughing and participating as they
0T M
how important this basic skill is to their children s ability to
process information and think critically.
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provided a passionate discussion on the importance of
.
where children should be in relation to their mastery of
0000000O00I0I0000I00I0000000000I0000000000000000000000
helped parents create a Word Wall to build their children s
vocabulary, leading one parent to comment at the end that
00000000000 OnNODID00I0I00CI00N0INO 000000 Uoommag
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With the help of our university and business community
volunteers, as well as student volunteers from Woodson
OI00I00000III0OI0000C0I00I00 O 0 00I000000C0000000C00 00000
improved child mentoring curriculum that honed the skills
of some very good young readers and produced a slew of
creative art projects.

0000I0000000100000000C00000I000000000 00000000000
students during the child mentoring portion of Community
0 .t .
6"000000000000000C00000NOM000OI0000000000000000000
QI0O0000000I00000I0ORI00IN00ID000ONLast Summer with
Maizon,I00000000010000000000000000000C000000000000000000000
0000C000I0000000000 O 0000000000000 00i000000000000
children in activities based around the book s themes. With
the goal of developing more advanced reading skills and
comprehension, students were encouraged to read aloud and
participate in discussion, journaling, story-telling, creative
0 0 0 A
to participate openly in discussions, by the end of the year,
00000I0CCO00000ID00I00I00000000000000000000000I000000000000
in front of peers and were freely sharing thoughts about what
they had read.
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interactive reading sessions and activities. Child Mentors
(0000000000000 010 000000000000000000000000 0000000000000 000

then led children in songs, games, and crafts that centered
01 0 0 o A
on learning opportunities not only reinforced important
concepts from the books, but also provided young learners a
00000000I00COI0CI000mIO000R00Mi O 00000000 O0moOomam
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series culminated with students creating a collage of writing

and magazine clippings representing how they see themselves
and what they envision for their futures.
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Martin Luther King

This is a photograph of my best friend,
NyAsia, at the playground. While | was
taking a photograph of my best friend
she held her camera. We were playing
tag and she ran to the gate. When

we go outside we always get on the
monkey bars. Sometimes we get on the
sliding board and play bumper cars. But
sometimes | just sit down because it

is hot. In my classroom, we just learn
S0 we can go to the third grade. Playing
on the MLK playground gives us a break
from all this hard work. The playground
is a fantastic place in my community.
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Turning the Page was pleased to welcome a diverse group of children s authors to our 2006 2007 Community Nights. Our

Angel Poem volunteer authors ranged from seasoned and award winning writers to local independent talent, all of whom read excerpts from
their writing to children and parents, held a question and answer period, and personally signed hard cover copies of their books
for each family in attendance.

Giving
O ptimist

O bedient 0000000000000
Diligent

Nice 0000000000000000I00I000000000I0000 00N0000000100000000000C 0000000 OitC 000000000 00mon

E xcited 0000CI00I000I00000I0I0I00I0000000I0I D 000 C0i0Ii0 0000 b 0li00000 0000000 00010000
young adult book ShilohlI0I0I0000000OI0I00C000000000000000I000000000000000000000000000
with parents and children. Families received signed copies of her book as well as Shiloh

S ensitive 000000000000Ono0in0000000i000iC 000 000i000 00000010 00000000 0000010i0 0000000
00000000000000000000000000000000 000000000 00000101000 00000i00 0000000000000 000000000000
commented, Reading aloud to my children will help inspire their creative lives.

Smart

00000000000 000000010 000000000000000000I0 01000 0000000 000000000000000000mIC 00
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] : - books for children and young adults, including Honey, | LovellOIO000000I00000N0000000000000C
00000000C00o0000000 0 000000000010 0000000 000000000 000i0I0 000 000000 0000000000000
presence at Kenilworth attracted one of the largest crowds to ever attend a Community
00000000 000000000I0I0i0 00000 000000IC 0 0i0000I00 00l O 0000000000000 DI00I0 0010000 000
0000O00000000000IC00I00I0i00i000i00 00000000 0 0 00I00000CN0iC 0010000000000 0010000000000
entire cafeteria showed their appreciation for her inspiring dedication to their community
with a standing ovation at the end of the evening.

Angel Anderson
000000NOmonog
0000000000000
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to share his latest picture book The Hello, Goodbye WindowIOII0OIOI0O0I00000000I0000000
0000000000 Oo0i00 O 000000000000 000minI0 O 00000 miOi0000100 0000000000000 00000
Yo! Yes?- inspired performance by the students and ended with a personal discussion for
parents and teachers. One of the highlights of the evening for both students and parents
was watching as he created a few artistic masterpieces ; they watched in awe as each
chalk drawing took shape.

000000000000 0m0000000 0000000 0000000i0 000 0o 00iCCC000CIio 000 0o00000ar
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family breakfast. Walter Dean Myers is a renowned young adult and children s author and
0000000010000101000000000000C0000000000I0I0C00Cmio00I00I0 00000 000000000000 0000000000000
0I00I00C00IC00I000000010 0000000000000 00000 0000000000000 0000 0000000000 00000
who lent his illustrative talents to the books Blues Journey and Jazz ~ the Myers wowed
the parents and community members who had gathered in a packed library for the special
occasion. One parent remarked that she was impressed by how father and son worked
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0 0000I0i0 000 O N0I000o0 0 o0om

00000000000 000000000000000000000000C000000000000000000
00000000nobonbo0obobomninbooooom

0010000000000 The Man Who Named the Clouds (River Terrace Elementary)
Fred Bowen, All Star Sports Stories (M.C. Terrell Elementary)
000000000000Free Baseball (Kenilworth Elementary)

0000000010000 If | Had a Million Onions (Gar eld Elementary)
0000000I0000000000000 Nappy (Gar eld)

00000I000I0I00I000 Snakes and the Boy Who Was Afraid of Them (M.C. Terrell)
Catherine Reef, Paul Laurence Dunbar: Portrait of a Poet (Gibbs Elementary)
Mary Quattlebaum, Family Reunion (Gibbs)

Robyn Ringgold and Vidya Vasudevan, My Mom Hugs Trees (Aiton Elementary)

00001000093 in My Family (River Terrace)




school and classroom resources
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There was a buzz in the air in the cafeteria at Martin Luther King,
Jr. Elementary school as students proudly showed off their work
to their parents and siblings. Seemingly
oblivious to the heat, which soared
close to triple digits on this early

June evening, students ran from table
to table admiring their photographs
and those of their peers. Ms. Asha
Gibson, the fth grade teacher at MLK,
momentarily interrupted this spectacle
to welcome the families to the LTP
Exhibit Opening, proud of her students
and the projects they had created.
This scene was mimicked at all seven
partner schools as the artwork and
writing of 370 students from 19
classrooms was proudly displayed for
all to admire.

Literacy Through Photography (LTP) is a
program that enables students to take
photographs representing themselves,
their dreams, their communities and
their families while using their own
writing to generate ideas for pictures
and to add insight into their artwork.
Originally developed by photographer
Wendy Ewald, TTP adapted this
international program to meet the
needs of D.C. public elementary school
students, enabling them to document
their communities as they develop
unique perspectives on the world and
their places in it. The program has
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demonstrated great success in engaging teachers and students in
community based-learning with more than 45 teachers and 1,400
students participating since 2002.

In early 2006, TTP trained 19 teachers in the Literacy Through
Photography methodology, focusing on tying LTP into the new
academic content standards being implemented by DCPS. As

the program began, TTP led each classroom on a eld trip to

the Anacostia Museum in Southeast D.C. where the Banding
Together exhibit, featuring photographs of D.C. marching bands
dating back more than 50 years, helped capture the students
attention and imagination. As they toured the exhibit, students
were excited to realize that many of the pictures were taken in
their neighborhoods, some even at their own schools! As students
vied for position in front of the photographs, TTP staff pointed out
some of the important elements of each picture, such as angle,
composition and lighting.

Upon leaving the museum, a few of the classes visited the ARCH,
a community center in Southeast, where photographs from the
2005 2006 LTP program were on display. Seeing the work of their
fellow students on display made the students realize that they too
could be photographers, and added an element of celebrity to
the eldtrips.

Back in the classrooms, teachers gave their students cameras
loaded with black and white Im, showed them proper care and
handling of the cameras, and nally, demonstrated how to operate
them. Students planned their pictures using activities and themes
pre-picked by their teachers that would help them focus on how to
take images that would convey the stories they were interested in
telling about their lives and communities. TTP developed each roll
of Im, and each student selected one photograph to enlarge, to
serve as catalysts for their own writing. The essays and portraits
the students produced provide incredible insight into their lives as
well as their hopes and dreams.



