
2012 Highlights 



“We wanted to do a service project in our neighborhood to bring our community together and 
our schools together,” said Keena Bass, HSA Vice President at King Elementary and one of 
TTP’s parent leaders. “That’s why we picked MLK day – because it’s a day ON, not a day off.”  

Turning the Page 

During TTP’s three leadership development workshops this year, parents had the opportu-
nity to meet local officials and DC Mayor Vincent Gray to discuss school report cards, new 
education policies, budget changes, and successful advocacy strategies. These workshops 
gave parents a voice in school improvement efforts and created parent-teacher organiza-
tional sustainability. Parents shared school challenges, examined needs, and brainstormed 
potential solutions.  
 

Following the 2011 workshops, several parents took the initiative to form A-Plus, Alliance of 
Parent Leaders United in Southeast. This new parent collaborative worked tirelessly 
throughout the year to plan and implement a series of community service projects. The 
parents held a donation drive and collected over 500 items to assemble care packages for 
local seniors living at Knox Hill Residence. On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 55 parents, stu-
dents, and teachers gathered to deliver the care packages and spend the day reading, lis-
tening to stories, and playing board games with the senior citizens. Everyone enjoyed the 
experience so much that on Global Youth Service Day families came together again to 
decorate 120 pots, plant seeds, and deliver the gifts to their friends at Knox Hill . This pro-
ject was a huge success and TTP’s assistance was featured on WUSA 9’s Hero Central. 

Helping Parents Lead and Serve 
 

Turning the Page’s parent leadership ini-
tiatives help parents identify their 
strengths, build social capital within 
their school communities and take ac-
tion for school improvement. To date 
TTP has trained more than 150 parents 
to become  successful change makers.  



Literacy… 

During the Fall Community Night series, one of the work-

shops held at each TTP partner school focused on bring-

ing books to life. While parents learned techniques to 

make reading more exciting at home, students created 

charts listing their reading goals.  Families came together 

for a reader's theater, where students enjoyed watching 

their parents act out The Little Engine That Could.  

Science... 

During the Winter Community Night series, TTP held a 

workshop entitled ‘Kitchen Sink Science’ which focused on 

how parents can teach their children the scientific method 

and foster a sense of wonderment. Parents learned to con-

duct experiments with common household items like dish-

washing liquid, milk, and food dye. In the Spring, families 

also explored the concepts of chemistry and physics by 

making coke bottle rockets, lava lamps, toothpaste, invisi-

ble ink, and rock salt ice cream at school science nights. In 

addition, TTP planned a boat ride along the Anacostia Wa-

tershed where families learned about wildlife, the environ-

ment, and the effects of pollution. 

Turning the Page 

Bringing Families Together Through:  

and History! 

During the summer, TTP organized numerous 

field trips for students and parents to discover 

the diverse political and cultural roots of our 

nation. Families attended the Smithsonian 

Folklife Festival, visited numerous museums, 

and went on a tour of the monuments. It was a 

great time for students to recall history facts 

they learned in school. 



 

Through family workshops, trips to museums, and school and 
community exhibits, LTP brings teachers and parents together 
in a celebration of students’ photography and writing.  In 2011-
2012, in addition to our school-based exhibits, students’ pho-
tography and writing was displayed at the MLK Library.  We 
have expanded our efforts again this school year by providing 
the LTP program model to our parent leaders as a means for 
them to photograph issues of importance to them in their 
schools and communities.  
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Mission 
Turning the Page links D.C. public schools, families and our community 
so that, together, we can ensure D.C. students receive valuable  
educational resources and a high-quality public education.  
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Literacy Through Photography 

TTP implements Literacy Through Photography (LTP) 

with teachers in all of our partner schools. LTP encourages 

students to photograph scenes from their lives which be-

come the catalyst for their written exploration. By provid-

ing students with the opportunity to photograph their 

families and communities, LTP strengthens the bridge 

between home and school as teachers observe images 

from their students’ lives and parents gain greater access 
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