
2012-2013 Highlights 
Linking D.C. public schools, families, and our community. 



“We wanted to do a service project in our neighborhood to bring our  
community together and our schools together. That’s why we picked MLK day 
– because it’s a day ON, not a day off.” -Keena Bass, TTP parent leader 

Turning the Page 

During TTP’s three Leadership Development 

Workshops this year, parents met representatives from D.C. Public Schools to dis-

cuss new education policies and successful advocacy strategies. These workshops 

gave parents a voice in school improvement efforts, created lasting relationships be-

tween parents and teachers, and offered parents a chance to share their stories. As 

one TTP Parent Leader explained, “It’s 

easy to feel like you’re on your own as a 

parent, but TTP helps you realize we’re 

all in the same boat!” 

 

Parent Leaders organized two projects for 

the MLK Day of Service and Global Youth 

Service Day. Families visited the Knox Hill 

Senior Residence in Congress Heights, 

where they delivered handmade gifts, 

shared stories, and played board games. 

Since the MLK Day of Service in January 2012, Parent Leaders have organized sev-

eral family service projects at Knox Hill. These visits are a remarkable opportunity for 

three generations of Ward 8 families to come together. 

 

 

 

 

TTP also supported student-led service  

projects at the Walker-Jones Education Campus and 

MacFarland Middle School. Walker-Jones students pre-

pared lunches for the Central Union Mission and stu-

dents at MacFarland organized a neighborhood clean-

up. These projects brought together students, parents, 

and teachers to create change in their communities. 

Helping Parents and Students Lead and Serve 

Turning the Page’s Parent Leadership  
initiatives help parents identify their 
strengths, build social capital within 
their school communities, and take  
action for school improvement. To date 
TTP has trained more than 150 parents 
to become successful change makers.  



Literacy 
During the Community Night series,   

workshops held at each TTP partner school 

focused on the building blocks of reading 

and bringing books to life. TTP also invited 

nine authors to visit our partner schools as 

part of our Author Visit program. We were  

especially excited to work with new TTP au-

thor, Sushmita Mazumdar. After reading one 

of her own unique handmade story books, families had the opportunity to begin  

making a Family Memory Storybook of their very own! Fred Bowen also joined  

families at King Elementary School, marking his 15th visit with TTP. He even  

dedicated his new book Go for the Goal  to Turning the Page! 

Science & Math 
TTP’s science and math programming grew to 

include Math Nights at Tyler, Garfield, and 

Walker-Jones and a third annual Science Night 

at Garfield. Science Night was a collaborative 

effort between TTP, the Garfield PTA, and City 

Year. Supported by the Institute of Medicine of 

the National Academies, families learned how to 

conduct fun “kitchen sink” science: making ice 

cream, UV bracelets, and conducting a quick-

sand experiment! Afterwards, families received science 

books and supplies for at-home experiments. 

Turning the Page 

Bringing Families Together  

History & the Environment 
Over the summer, TTP organized several field trips that 

turned the city into an interactive classroom! Families at-

tended the Kennilworh Aquatic Garden Lotus & Water Lily 

Festival, visited museums, and took a pontoon boat down the 

Anacostia River. TTP summer trips introduce families to  

educational resources they may not have known about be-

fore. As one parent said, “I didn’t know these things were 

going on and I’ve been a DC resident all my life!” 
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Mission 
Turning the Page links D.C. public schools, families, and our community 
so that, together, we can ensure D.C. students receive valuable  
educational resources and a high-quality public education.  
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Literacy Through Photography 
TTP implements Literacy Through Photography (LTP) 

with teachers in all of our partner schools. This year 

we provided 21 teachers with training in the LTP  

program which they implemented with over 400  

students. LTP encourages students to photograph 

scenes from their lives which become the catalyst for 

their written exploration. By providing students with the 

opportunity to photograph their families and  

communities, LTP strengthens the bridge between 

home and school as teachers observe images from their students’ lives and parents 

gain greater access to the content of their children’s  

learning. 

 

Through family workshops, trips to museums, and school 

and community exhibits, LTP brings teachers and parents 

together in a celebration of students’ photography and  

writing.  In 2012-13, in addition to our school-based  

exhibits, students’ photography and writing was displayed 

at The George Washington University. We expanded our 

efforts again by providing the LTP program model to our 

parent leaders as means for them document important 

issues in their communities and children’s schools. 


